MINUTES OF HANKERTON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 16 MAY 22

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Monday 16 May 2022 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church

Present:  Parish Cllrs Robin Tjolle (Chairman), Richard Barrow, Dai Davies, Piers Johansen: M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Elizabeth Threlfall for part of the meeting; and 9 members of the public.  
1.
Election of Chairman.  Robin Tjolle was unanimously re-elected Chairman.  He signed his Acceptance of Office.
2.
Election of Deputy Chairman.  Deferred to next meeting.

3.
Apologies.  Jacqui Erskine-Crum, Jas Moorley.
4.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Three members of the public had points to make about Item 14; the Chairman decided to take them then.  One resident raised the following:

· Bus shelter – woodwork and noticeboard need treatment.
· Defibrillator kiosk needs cleaning (especially windows) before BKV judging.

· Footpath north from church gate needs strimming, again before BKV judging.
David Wood said he would tackle much of it and others including some Cllrs said they would assist.

5.
Declarations Of Interest.  None.

6.
Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None.
7.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Mar 22) had been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed.  One action outstanding was highlighted to Cllrs: Cllr Profiles – 2 were now uploaded to the webpage, others outstanding.  Hillwell streetlight – Wilts Council had agreed to assume responsibility for it and it was now working.
8.
Exemption from External Audit.  In accordance with Sect 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, the PC declared that the PC was exempt external audit, since both gross annual income and expenditure are below £25,000.
9.
Approval of 2021/22 Annual Governance Statement.  The PC decided that all points in the Annual Governance Statement had been covered and that the Chairman should sign it, which he did.
10.
Approval of 2021/22 Accounts.  The RFO took the PC through the 2021/22 accounts and the Accounting Statements.  Bertie Garforth-Bles of Charlton had conducted the Internal Audit.  The balance of the accounts at year's end was £3668 (£2745 last year).  The Parish Council approved the accounts and the Accounting Statement was signed.   
11.
Finance.  There was £8417 in the 2 accounts, the precept having been paid in.  The following payments were authorised:
· cheque number 444, £115.55, WALC membership.

· 445, £1055, to the PCC for hire of North Aisle (£105) and support to churchyard maintenance (£950).

· 446, £400, to the PCC North Aisle account for donation to the North Aisle.

· The payment of £315 due to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance for verge-cutting was deferred, and the Clerk asked to complain about the cut quality.
12.
Allocation of Portfolios for 2022/23. 

· Footpaths – Piers Johansen 
· Highways – Dai Davies
· Area Board – Robin Tjolle 
· Flood Prevention – the PC would continue to rely on David Pynn as advisor (David Pynn was in the meeting and agreed.)
· Patients Group –Shayne Smith agreed (in the meeting) to continue in this role.
· Amenity Area – vacant
· CEV/Winter Plan – Robin Tjolle
· Grants – Robin Tjolle

· Information Coord – deferred to next meeting.
· Defibrillator – Richard Barrow.

· Climate Strategy – agreed that we should have a lead Cllr, nomination deferred to next meeting.

13.
Planning Review.  Initially members of the public were invited to make their points. After full discussion the following were decided:

· How the PC decides it reaction to planning applications:

· All applications circulated as now, by email with application papers on-line.

· Contentious, or potentially contentious, or more significant, applications to be considered ‘in committee’ ie in a PC meeting.  Others to continue to be considered by all-informed email responses.

· Cllrs and Clerk to be more alert to applications that need to be considered ‘in committee’.  Individual Cllrs to ‘call in’ any such applications.
· How the PC informs residents about planning applications and PC decisions on them:

· All applications’ basic details (address, application number, very brief summary of proposal, response date, PC meeting date if relevant, and finally PC decision) to be recorded on the PC webpage by Clerk.  Notice of all new applications, and of PC decisions, to be posted on Village Website, news page, referring readers to the PC page (ie no details in the notice on village website).  [I’m not sure this last point, in brackets, was decided in the meeting last night, but is my view.  Do Cllrs agree?]
· Whether, and if so how, to respond to the Wilts Council decision to cease posting ‘green notices’ for most planning applications.

· The PC decided not to take any action to replicate the green notices.

14.
Platinum Jubilee.  At the last meeting 3 ideas on recording the Jubilee had been proposed, for further work.

· Bench – the PC agreed to buy a bench, identified by Robin Tjolle, costing £564 delivered (as always, VAT reclaimable), with additional costs for anchoring to the ground and for a possible plaque, to be placed in the churchyard in a position already agreed by a churchwarden.



Action:  Robin Tjolle
· Walk plus signing – no news, in the absence of Jacqui ERrskine-Crum.

· Tree – Jas Moorley had sent an update.  Free trees under the Queen’s Green Canopy banner were only available at a minimum number of 15 (and we want only one); but one could be bought from the Woodland Trust for £10.85.  Richard Barrow said he could provide a rowan free of charge.  PC agreed to defer the decision since a tree could not be planted now until the late autumn.
· Dai Davies proposed a flagpole should be added to the Jubilee list.  Robin Tjolle offered to investigate it and the PC agreed. 


Action:  Robin Tjolle
15.
Solar etc Update including Community Benefit.  Minety Solar Farm had been permitted by Wilts Council.  The applicants had made a final offer of community benefit, at £60K to each of the 3 PCs involved, paid as a lump sum when construction starts, expected to be in Q2/2024.  They have asked for an idea of what the money may be spent on before they pay the money.  ‘Themes’ (eg Sustainability/Community Growth/Education are some ideas) could be an additional acceptable way to describe the intentions.







    Action:  Piers Johansen
In due course the PC would need to consider how to handle, invest, account for and control the money, and how to include resident involvement on spending it.  Piers Johansen and Robin Tjolle would discuss this further. 

   Action:  Robin Tjolle, Piers Johansen
The applicants still needed to make a Grid Application.  National Grid and the HSE would take a close interest in the safety angle.  Piers Johansen had asked for sight of that work, for the peace of mind of local residents; the applicants said a redacted version might be possible. 







    Action:  Piers Johansen
16.
Repair of Church Lane Turning Circle.  Dai Davies reported.  Contact had been lost with the contractor previously interested in the work; he would seek another; but he felt that self-help was the answer.  The PC agreed that up to £500 had already been agreed for the first work.  The PC also agreed that he could seek Crowd Funding for any additional work over the agreed £500.




  Action:  Dai Davies 
17.
Speeding.  No progress.





  Action:  Dai Davies
18.
Best Kept Village Competition.  The judging month started today and finishes on c17 Jun.  Some actions had been agreed under Item 14.
19.
Hannah Ludlow Charity Trustee.  The PC needed to nominate a ‘Nominative Trustee’ for a 4-year term for the Hannah Ludlow charity.  Terry Mockler had completed his current term but was willing to be re-nominated.  The PC did so.

Action:  Clerk
20.
Planning Update.  Considered since the last meeting: 35 Chapel Lane, demolish and rebuild; Dolmans Barn refurb of stables unit/new storage unit; both no objection.  Decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Minety Solar Farm, Allspheres Farm 3 holiday units, 1 Follyfield 1st floor link, 17 Follyfield altered design of permitted application; Hankerton Priory increase storage containers to 16 – all permitted.  Not yet decided: Five Lanes Solar Farm, Minety South BSF condition variation.  Current Applications:  Yew Tree Farm – minor details following Permitted Development permission to convert barn to residence; Cherry Tree Cottage demolish and rebuild garages.  The Yew Tree Farm application was explained to Cllrs, who would continue to respond in the normal way.
21.
Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  The Clerk reported:
· He had taken a local craftsman to see the Eastcourt Road junction signpost for him to quote for new arms.  The quote was still awaited.
· He would include a review of the verge cutting on the next agendas for Cllrs to confirm that they were happy with the principle (not the problematic cut of this year) of cutting the verge at this time of year.

23.
Next Meetings.  4 Jul, 5 Sep, 7 Nov.
The meeting closed at 9.42pm. 
Chairman
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